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Using Screws as an Alternative to Nails in Rated Wood Stud Walls 
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In many areas of the country there is a trend to move away from the use of nails toward the exclusive use 
of screws or a combination of screws and nails for installing gypsum board on wood framing. Screws 
allow faster application and more consistent quality in the finished wall or ceiling. This practice, however, 
has raised the question of the effect of using screws on fire rated systems. Screws are spaced farther 
apart than nails and they are usually not as long as nails. 
 
Over the years, many fire resistance tests have been conducted on walls with gypsum board nailed to 
wood studs. There have also been many tests conducted where screws were used to attach the gypsum 
board to both wood and metal framing. Both attachment methods have proven to be effective in holding 
the gypsum board on the studs in fire resistance tests of wall systems of 1 and 2 hour duration. 
Screw heads are larger than nail heads, providing a greater bearing surface to support the gypsum board. 
Additionally, the threaded shank of the screw, even though shorter than the nail shank, provides greater 
holding power than a nail. 
 
A review of fire tests on both screw and nail attached systems has led a nationally recognized 
independent testing laboratory to conclude that Type W screws spaced a maximum of 12 inches on 
center can be substituted for nails spaced 7 or 8 inches on center for the attachment of gypsum board to 
wood studs in fire resistance rated wall systems rated at one hour or less. The conclusion of this review 
also applies to the use of a combination of screws and nails with nails located at each stud along 
horizontal joints and 7 inches on center at vertical joints, and screws 12 inches on center to intermediate 
framing. Blocking at horizontal joints is not required. Screws used for this application must penetrate the 
wood studs a minimum of 5/8". 
 
Many other issues pertain to the economical efficiency of screws vs. nails. 
 

• Screws are a forgiving fastener and may be withdrawn without damage to the frame work 
during remodeling and they are reusable. 

• Screws are available in collated strips and further reduce the costs of labor, especially in 
ceilings and soffit installations. 

• Screws must be used in residential applications when the interior non-loading partitions 
are light gauge metal, an upward trend in residential construction. 

• Screws do not have the tendency to back our as the framing dries, while nails do have the 
tendency to "pop", causing callbacks. 

• Screws, when used for sub floor and stair applications in conjunction with sub floor 
adhesives, eliminate squeaks, and the callbacks. 


